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[bookmark: _Hlk202886408]The April meeting of the APWA Suncoast Branch was almost not held due to the fact that our regular venue closed for breakfast without notifying the Branch EXCOM.  After a quick scramble, we shifted out plan and asked a different location if they could accommodate us last minute.  Most of the group drove to the Der Dutchman restaurant located at 3713 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, for our meeting.  The following members were elected to serve the branch.
Chair – Robert Hallaren
Vice-Chair – Crystal Miller
Secretary – Herb Raybourn
Treasurer – Will Vest
Director – Arne Lash
District Representative – Bill Vest

Our guest speaker, Jon Mills of WithersRavenel, was a great sport and gave us a presentation without his slide deck because the room with AV setup was not available on such short notice.  Jon’s presentation turned into a conversation that included plenty of participation from the audience.  The focus of the presentation was on why lifecycle modeling of public works services is important and helps elected officials and residents understand the importance of funding and associated cost increases.

Nik Patel, Director of Public Works, and Sage Kamiya, City Engineer, of the City of Sarasota were guest speakers at the APWA Suncoast Branch meeting held on May 28, 2026.  This breakfast meeting was held at Der Dutchman located at 3713 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota.  Nik and Sage presented to the 29 people in attendance on how the City of Sarasota is delivering essential municipal services that support infrastructure, mobility, cleanliness, safety, and resiliency.

The APWA Suncoast Branch meeting was held at 7:30 a.m. on June 25, 2026, and the guest speaker was Lee Prince, the Disaster Recovery Manager for Sarasota County’s Office of Financial Management.  He provided an insightful presentation on the importance of documentation before, during, and after a disaster in order to ensure timely and full reimbursement of expenditures.  This presentation and subsequent discussion was well received by the 20 individuals in attendance at our meeting.

